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2026 Graduates’ Gala : nearly 230 graduates honored

On Friday, July 17, at the Marigot Sports Hall, the Collectivity organized the traditional awards evening. A ceremony intended to celebrate the young gra-

duates of the territory.

uring the transition from high school to doctorate, near-
ly 230 young people from Saint Martin were honored

on Friday evening. Dressed in formal attire, with a sash

around their necks and wearing the traditional square
cap of graduates, as every year, during the third week of July,
the island’s laureates were celebrated. Registered between July 3
and July 13, either on their own initiative or that of their families,
they were invited to take the stage by field and by class to receive
their trophy.

“t's an experience I wanted to live. We will never be seniors
again, and it was important for me to come tonight,” shares
Jah’one Richardson, holder of a vocational diploma in nautical
maintenance, obtained with high honors. An evening that his

classmate Omaly Williams also wanted to be part of. “This is a
moment that was also important for my mother. I graduated with
high honors. She is very proud,” says the young graduate. For
the laureates, this ceremony marks the end of a cycle. I worked
hard during these three years. I deserve it, and I am proud of
myself,” exclaims Yarissa Garcia, holder of a vocational diploma
in support, care, and personal services.

THE COMMUNITY:
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Organized by the Territorial Collectivity, the evening took place
from 6 PM to 10 PM, in the presence of Prefect Cyrille Le Vély,
Deputy Frantz Gumbs, Vice-Rector Nicole Noilhetas, and seve-

Dead fish by the thousands

In Sint Maarten, the Ministry of Public Health is alerting the population after the discovery of a large
number of dead fish in the canal connecting Fresh Pond to Great Salt Pond, near lllidge Road. Represen-
tatives from the Nature Foundation Sint Maarten went to the site to conduct analyses and determine

the cause of these mass deaths.

ne tide of lifeless floating fish on the surface of the

water, a surreal yet very real image. This incident is

attributed to severe hypoxia, which means a critical

drop in the level of dissolved oxygen in the water.
Prolonged high temperatures, a lack of precipitation, and a drop
in water levels create unfavorable conditions for fish survival in
ponds. Here, the victims are tilapia, an invasive species present
in large numbers in the ponds, where they reproduce rapidly.
When they become too numerous in a limited space, they quickly
consume the remaining oxygen, leading to their massive suffo-
cation.

A RECURRING PHENOMENON

According to the Nature Foundation Sint Maarten, although im-
pressive, these mortalities are common in the canal during the
hottest and driest months, from May to October.*When the oxy-
gen level is low, fish instinctively move towards areas where the
water is flowing in order to find more oxygen. It is possible that
thousands of tilapia from both ponds moved simultaneously into
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)

this canal, creating a bottleneck. They would then have quickly
consumed, in a very short time, the little oxygen still available,”
experts stated in a release. In order to remove the dead animals,
cleanup operations are still ongoing. While the heat and direct
exposure to the sun accelerate the decomposition process and
cause a very unpleasant odor, the government claims to be “‘doing
everything possible to remove the dead fish as quickly as possible
and dispose of them properly.” Furthermore, authorities remind
the public not to consume these fish. Water quality analyses
conducted by the Nature Foundation Sint Maarten regularly re-
veal high levels of pollution as well as poor water quality at Fresh
Pond and Great Salt Pond. Authorities also recommend purcha-
sing fish only from licensed vendors. For more information, visit
www.sintmaartengov.org and to report any environmental issues,
contact the Nature Foundation via WhatsApp
at+1 721-581-6365.

Water outage: Wednesday, July 22

As part of the modernization works at the Galisbay Drinking Water
Production Plant, the Water and Sanitation Establishment of Saint
Martin (EEASM) will carry out a major technical operation to connect
the new raw water pipeline, from Wednesday, July 22 at 8 AM to
Thursday, July 23 before 8 AM. This intervention will require a technical
shutdown of the plant for 24 hours. Although all measures have been
taken, in coordination with SAUR, to limit the impacts on the drinking
water distribution, drops in pressure or occasional interruptions may
be observed in certain areas.

L.G

ral elected members of the Territorial Council, who presented
the awards to the winners. Thirteen members of the Territorial
Youth Council participated in welcoming and organizing the
evening. Their president, Jahid Hamlet, accompanied by the first
vice-president, served as the master of ceremonies. According
to Raissa Lake, head of the Youth Directorate, “This ceremony
extends the congratulations already given to the graduates by
their institutions and allows the Collectivity to acknowledge, in
turn, the work and success of the young people in the territo-
ry."” L.G

Work Stoppages at the
Local Government:
where do the different
services stand?

Since the beginning of the month, several ser-
vices of the Community have been affected by
various issues. Some have been able to resume
normal activity while others are still at a stands-
till. Here's an update on the reopenings or the
closures that persist.

OPEIEDN

CLOSEDD

ood news for all users needing to obtain a

vehicle registration, to withdraw or renew their

driver’s license, the titles service is operational

again. The computer outage has been resolved.
Regarding maternal and child protection (PMI), whose pre-
mises were closed due to issues with odors deemed toxic,
the work has been completed and revealed a plumbing de-
fect. However, according to the UNL.T 978 union, this public
health service is now facing another issue, a vaccine stock
shortage. The reopening date has not been announced to date.
As for the «Delegation for Solidarity, Health, and Family,» the
situation is still at a standstill. Meetings with the Community
and Semsamar, the owner of the premises, are ongoing, but
the fifty agents who have been on strike since July 2 are still
waiting for the installation of mobile air conditioners. As for
their other demands, according to the UNL.T 978 union, they
have not been met. The results of the analyses conducted on
the mold proliferating on the walls have still not been com-
municated to them. The department remains closed to the
public.
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Gastronomy Festival: a taste of the program

Last Wednesday, the entire team from the Tourism Office unveiled the highlights of the upcoming Saint-Martin Gastronomy Festival, which will take place
from November 11 to 22. The classics are still there, but a few new features are making their debut. This year, the honorary guest will be Guadeloupean chef
Jimmy Bibrac, and the star ingredient will be coconut, a symbol of the islands and exoticism.
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SAVE THE DATE

he Gastronomy Festival, beyond the activities over twelve
days, aims to enhance the visibility of Saint Martin in tou-
rist markets throughout the year. The winners of the various
competitions contribute by becoming ambassadors of both
culinary expertise and the destination well beyond the island. This

year, the role is entrusted to Amanda Whit, chef of the Soualiga
Lime restaurant, and Frangois Baly, who has worked for many
years in the kitchens of the Samanna and is now a private chef.
For this 6th edition, there will be many competitions, highligh-
ting all culinary professions. The idea over the years is to gra-
dually establish Saint Martin as THE must-visit gastronomic
destination in the Caribbean. It is also a unique opportunity for
young people, particularly those from the hotel and restaurant
program at the vocational high school, to engage with the pro-
fessional world and excellence. This year again, they will parti-
cipate in welcoming, serving, and activities throughout the fes-
tival and will compete in the dedicated competition for them.

GO OUT, TASTE, SHARE

The Tourist Office has reworked certain points, particu-
larly on highlighting the establishments. With «the festival
tables,» an event will be offered each evening in a different
neighborhood to encourage the public to discover the crea-
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Jimmy Bibrac, patron of the 6th Saint-Martin Gastronomy Festival.

tivity of the chefs. The festival team will move to each event,
which will also benefit from musical entertainment. About
fifty restaurateurs are participating in each competition...
while there are approximately 200 restaurants on the French
part of the island. There is still a long way to go, but nothing
is lost as restaurateurs have until September 30 to register.
On the public side, the Gastronomy Passport will allow parti-
cipants to collect a stamp at each dinner in one of the parti-
cipating establishments. They will then just need to post a
photo of the dish enjoyed on social media while tagging the Tou-
rist Office to try to win one of the many prizes up for grabs.
Wine enthusiasts will also be able to enjoy a Wine & Cheese
Pairing in these establishments, a tasting that pairs wines and
cheeses.

THE ESSENTIALS
AND THE NEW ARRIVALS

The Village of Gastronomy becomes this year the stage for all
the main events. You will find everything that made the Festi-
val a success: cooking demonstrations, culinary workshops for
adults and children, the famous Sip n’ Cook, Barista and wine
workshops, and of course, the competition among restaurateurs
in the categories of Authentic Star, Beach Star, Gourmet Star,
City Star, and dessert. A new competition is making its debut,
that of the best pizza. The private chefs’ competition will take
place at the Bellevue Gardens, and the unmissable BBQ com-
petition, as every year, will take over the Rue de la République.
The village will also host around thirty stands — chefs, artisans,
and flavor creators —who will showcase the expertise and gastro-
nomic richness of the region. Each evening, the atmosphere will
be enlivened by concerts from local artists, offering visitors a mo-
ment of sharing where gastronomy, culture, and music intertwine.
The festival will kick off on November 8 with a festive brunch at
Loterie Farm, before its official launch on November 10 at 6 PM
on the Boulevard de Grand Case.

The closing evening, which promises to be one of the highlights of
this edition, will also take place at Loterie Farm. The festival will
concludeonNovember22withaSiptoSunsetat Anse Marcel Beach.
This is just a small preview of the festive program... the invited
chefs and some surprises will be revealed at the start of the
school year. However, it is already possible to make reservations
(www.festival-st-martin.com/). A.B

Amanda Whit and Francois Baly, the ambassador chefs 2026.
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Top Story:

the Parliament approves

aid in dying

After sixteen months of debate, Parliament has definitively adopted the bill
creating a right to assisted dying. The text, approved on July 15 by the National
Assembly (291 votes in favor, 241 against), opens the possibility, under strict
conditions, of using a lethal substance for individuals suffering from a serious

and incurable condition.

he text provides for the legalization of eu-
thanasia and assisted suicide. To access
it, one must be of legal age, be French
or a regular and stable foreign resident
in France, be suffering from a serious and in-
curable condition that threatens life, in an ad-
vanced or terminal phase, present constant phy-
sical or psychological suffering that is resistant
to treatment, or deemed unbearable by the pa-
tient, and be capable of expressing a free and
informed will, up to the last moment.
The request will be examined according to a
collegial procedure. If accepted, the patient will
be able to self-administer the lethal substance.
If they are not physically able to do so, they may
request that it be administered by a doctor or
nurse. Caregivers will retain a conscience clause
allowing them to refuse to participate in this
procedure.
But barely voted in, the law divides again, in-
cluding within the medical community. Sena-
tors had rejected this major societal reform

-

desired by the President of the Republic three
times. The President of the Senate and several
senators denounce the lack of clarity regarding
«free and informed consent» and protection for
«vulnerable individuals.» The modalities for its
implementation will therefore need to be clari-
fied by the government after consultation with
the Constitutional Council. Depending on the
outcome of this review, certain provisions may
be validated, modified, or declared contrary to
the Constitution. A.B

Funeral Services:
Be Careful with the Estimate

as part of an investigation by the com-

petition, consumption, and fraud re-

pression agents (CCRF) assigned to

the DEETS (Directorate of Economy,
Employment, Labor, and Solidarity) of Guade-
loupe, the funeral home «La paix» was sanc-
tioned with an administrative fine of €3,200.
The issue was the lack of presentation for cus-
tomers of general documentation, defects or
non-compliance in the labeling of coffins dis-
played to the public, quotes, and order forms.
These shortcomings were deemed detrimen-
tal to consumers. Indeed, funeral homes must
provide a written, detailed, and standardized
quote and offer mandatory funeral services that

fore burial, the provision of a coffin with four
handles, the identification plaque, as well as the
operation of burial or cremation, with the cre-
mation urn.

Only interior and exterior accessories and the
provision of additional services, left to the free
choice of families, are optional.

Local Government Press Release

Private habitat: housing park study

As part of the implementation of the Local Housing Program (LHP) 2025-2030, the
Community has launched a pre-operational study on private housing. This mission has
been entrusted to the consulting firm Villes Vivantes. From July 6 to 19, several field
surveys were conducted with real estate professionals, institutional partners, elected
officials of the Territorial Council, and residents.

The information collected will be analyzed to establish a thorough diagnosis of the
private housing stock. The conclusions will help identify priority sectors, define the
most relevant support measures, and prepare for the implementation of operational
actions aimed at renovating housing, combating degraded housing, and bringing
vacant housing back to the market. At the same time, the creation of the Housing
and Land Observatory will serve as a permanent tool for monitoring changes in the
housing market, land dynamics, and household needs, with a view to adapting public
policies over time.
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Ticket Sport : a program serving the youth
of Saint-Martin

From July 6 to July 31, young people participate in various sports activities thanks to the Sport Ticket. This initiative, supported by the Community, aims to
introduce children to a multitude of physical activities, as well as to create a bridge to the sports associations in the area.

hroughout the month of July, about a
hundred young people are vibing to the
rhythm of the Ticket Sport. Aged 7 to
16, they are divided into five groups ac-
cording to their age. “Every morning, we wel-
come them starting at 8 AM at the Marigot
Sports Hall and then ensure transportation
to the various sites where their activities take
place,” explains Kévin Orville, project coordi-
nator and head of the Ticket Sport. Surfing at
Galion, beach tennis at Orient Bay, swimming
at Grand Case, paintball at La Savane, tennis
at Sandy Ground, or sailing at Friar’s Bay, this

year sixteen different activities are offered to
the younger ones. A discovery for many children
and activities that keep busy those who do not
have the chance to go on a trip.

ALOCAL ORGANIZATION
AT THE SERVICE OF ALL

In total, the Sports Ticket mobilizes 21 young
supervisors hired as part of the Community’s
Vacation Jobs program. This initiative recruits
young students aged 17 to 25, who then bene-
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fit from a paid professional immersion of four
weeks. From 8 AM to 1 PM, they assist the
children, while specialists from local clubs pro-
vide technical instruction. Beyond sports, each
young Saint-Martin resident receives training
in first aid gestures with the Soualiga Support,
Rescue, and First Aid Association (SSASS).
They all also take the Pass-nautique, a test that
verifies their comfort in the water so they can
participate in aquatic activities safely. With

a monthly fee of €80 for one child, €140 for
two, and €180 starting from three children,
the Community aims to maintain an accessible
program for all. For the July 2026 session, the
Community offered 125 spots exclusively for
resident children.

In light of the success of this initiative, the
Sports Department is considering deploying si-
milar workshops during other school vacation
periods. L.G

Renovation of the Grand Case Sports

Complex
M

he renovation of the Grand Case sports
field will begin on July 22 and will take
place in several phases, the first of which
involves replacing the sports equipment.
Between July 22 and July 24, two new basket-
ball hoops out of the four existing ones and two
soccer/handball goals will be installed. This will
require cutting the surface, earthmoving, and
pouring concrete footings, with the involvement

of construction machinery. Motorists are en-
couraged not to park nearby during the work to
allow access for the machinery.

Pedestrians are asked not to walk on areas
where the concrete has been freshly poured un-
til the footings are completely dry. This work will
continue with the installation of lighting, fol-
lowed by a complete resurfacing of the flooring
in the coming months.

School Lunch Registration

for 2026-2027

S

curricular activities of the Territorial Fund
for School Works (CTOS) for the 2026-
2027 year is now open. They are done
by sector based on the school attended by the
child. The registration fee is €8 per child, and the
monthly pricing is calculated according to the
family quotient. Registration forms can be picked

up at the CTOS in Marigot (former Evelyna Hal-
ley school). The complete file (information sheet,
health liaison form to be filled out with the health
booklet, copy of the legal guardian’s ID, proof of
residence dated within the last 3 months, civil lia-
bility insurance certificate, and 2024 tax notice)
must be submitted at the same address before

August 29.
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FOR YOUR GOOD ANIMATED EVENINGS...

AU LOTUS CLUB (Simpson Bay)
- II\""‘“ “ 114

The nght Club offers you its ‘Girls Night Out’
every Wednesday with DJ Perfect, Friday,
July 24 its ‘Spend Dat Shhhhhh’ with DJs
Perfect, Wikked & Kembe, Saturday, July 25
its ‘Hip Hop Party’ with DJs Prince & Wikked,
and every Sunday its ‘R&B and Hip Hop’
with DJs Prince & Wikked,

AU SOGGY DOLLAR (Simpson Bay)
The Bar-Club invites you to its evenings
starting at 7 PM, Tuesday ‘Latin Night’ with
Latin Sugar Band & DJ Euro, Wednesday
‘Ladies Night' with DJ EM, Thursday
‘Throwback’ DJ EM, Friday ‘Fridazz’ DJ
Bossman & EM, Saturday ‘Signatures’ night
with DJ EM, and Sunday ‘Reggae Night' with
Percy Rankin and Bunfire Band.

AU GRAND ST MARTIN (Marigot)

The Bar-Restaurant welcomes you every
day for Lunch, with its many special dishes
in addition to the menu, and this week
featuring ‘The Arrival of Seafood Products’.
It also reminds you every day of your Sports
appointments on the big screen.

LE LIVING ROOM (Porto Cupecoy)

This Bar- Restaurant on the Porto de
Cupecoy square is open from Monday to
Sunday from 5 PM to 1 AM, offering you
delicious Provengal & Catalan cuisine with
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Chef Stéphane, as well as enjoying
numerous weekend activities with DJ parties
starting at 9 PM and every Sunday trying
your luck at ‘Happy Sunday’ with the Dice
Throw and the NDEGREE_SYMBOLS6 for
your complimentary meal.

AU NOWHERE SPECIAL (S|mpson Bay)

The Rum Bar & Restaurant invites you to its
evenings, on Thursday ‘Special Ladies
Night’ with Roxsy & Krg Band, on Friday for
‘Rum Not Juice’ with Combo Triplé Kay
featuring DJs Sexer, Blaze, Kembe & Drino,
on Saturday ‘Special Saturday’ with Royalty
& Krg Band & DJs, and then Sunday 26/7
‘Sunday Madness’ with DJs Sexer, Kembe,
Kenzz, Thonyy, Daddy and Siw'Roo

MARY’S BOON RESORT (Simpson Bay)

The Beach Restaurant offers Lunch &
Dinner 7 da s a week, with ‘Specials Every
Day’, and every day its ‘World Cup Foot
Special’ on the beach. Also note the ‘Sexy
Saturday’ starting at 12 PM with DJ Sigma
and the ‘Beach Party’ on Sunday with DJ
Gringo from 1 PM to 6 PM.

A SXM TAVERN (Simpson Bay)

This Sports Bar, which is open every day
(closed Monday & Tuesday at the end of
July), offers you its specials on the Snack
menu, billiards table, darts, Corn Hole, and

N
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$6 MARGARITAS « $6 TEQUILA SUNRISE

<o 1) Bossman B
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SOGGYDOLLARBAR o SOGGYDOLLARSXM CLUBSDB-5XM

also broadcasts all sports on 4 screens, in-
cluding friendly matches in Football before
the leagues resume in mid-August, and in-
ternational competitions.

AU HUPPEL THE PUB (Simpson Bay)
The Sports & Music Bar reminds you every
Friday at 8 PM of its ‘Karaoke’ night with
Greg, then every Monday at 8 PM of ‘Rock-
Soul’ with the band Melting Pot & its guests,
not to mention every day on 4 screens your
sports appointments and on August 5th your
‘Indonesian Buffet'.

AU CAPTAIN FRENCHY (Grand Case)

The Beach Restaurant invites you every
Saturday from 7 PM to 11 PM for its ‘80s
vibe with DJ Alex and on Sunday for its
‘Beach Party’ with several guest DJs. We
also note the evening of July
21 for the ‘Belgian National
Day’ starting at 6:30 PM with a
special menu, tapas, DJ, and

fireworks over the Bay,

GOCKTAILS
AU RAINBOW CAFE SPEGIAUX
(Grand Case)

The  Beach-Bar-Restaurant
offers lively musical entertain-
ment from 4 PM to 10 PM on
evenings, featuring DJs Pe-
ter Sweet, Soleben & guests HS
along with dancers and shows
on Saturday, July 25, followed
by a highly anticipated Guest
DJ on Sunday, July 26.

RANCHO DEL SOL (BO)
The Bar-Restaurant awaits
you every Thursday for
‘Groove’n Vibes’ starting at 7
PM with Amin & Co.

AU WAI PLAGE

(Baie Orientale)

The  Beach-Bar-Restaurant
invites you every Saturday to
its ‘Brasero Party’ with various
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musical entertainment, before its ‘Closing
Party’ on Sunday, August 24th with Dj Ghast,

A LOASIS (Oyster Pond)

The restaurant awaits you every Thursday
at its ‘After Work’ starting at 6 PM with Jean
Michel guitar-vocals.

AU KARAKTER (Simpson Bay)

The Beach-Bar-Restaurant invites you on
Sunday, July 26th starting at 3 PM for its
‘Adeeptive Sundays’ with DJs Leo, Mister T
& Nicolas Barcel.

A AMORE (Simpson Bay)
The Bar & Lounge offers ‘Live Music’ on
Friday with Dj Outkast, and on Saturday
‘Boujee Party’ with Dj King.
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LES LUNDIS
& MARDIS
EN JUILLET

OUVERT TOUS LES JOURS A PARTIR DE 10H (FERME LE LUNDI)
ASIMPSON BAY (ENTRE TAP & STILL ET CAPTAIN SHACK)
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Beef Rendang

Acar Ketimun
Atjar

Sayur Buncis
Seroendeng
Katjang Sauce
Krupuk Udang
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TOUS tesspots

MEHH:AIHS [MLS, USL,NFL)
Chicken Soup
White Rice & Noodles
Coconut Beef Curry
Sweet Soy Beef Stew
Chicken Skewers
Spicy Eggs
Gado Gado
Cucumber Salad
o Pickled Veggies
. Sambal Green Beans
ated Spiced Coconut

Peanut Sauce
Prawn Crackers
Chief's Dessert

TOUS LES LUNDIS
DE 20H A 23H

WELFARE ROAD 68, SIMPSON BAY SINT MAARTEN TEL (721) 544 6060




- YOU EARN 10 TIMES
' YOUR POINTS

WWW.STARZCASINOS.COM | @STARZCITYGRQOUP
QUVERT 7/7 - 24H+/24H




