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A July 14th Between Republican Tradition

and Local Issues

As Deputy Frantz Gumbs highlighted in his speech, the storming of the Bastille was on a Tuesday, just like this year. It was 237 years ago. The same year in
Saint Martin, Fort Louis was completed and the prison, now gone, could accommodate its first prisoners. Today, we only remember this part of history for
its festive aspect... but this should not overshadow a story that has built today's society and continues to do so.

to attend the parade of military, civilian, or associative

troops. It's a shame, as it was perfectly orchestrated with

two new features: the presence of veterans and, for the very
first time, the volunteer sea rescuers from the SNSM station of
Saint-Martin joining the gendarmes, the border police, the terri-
torial police, a detachment from the RSMA, and the firefighters,
whose trucks always delight the children. The associations then
took over, notably the scouts of Saint-Martin, the Boy’s Brigade,
the Soualiga Drum Band, the Pathfinders, and the highly anti-
cipated students from the after-school program of the CTOS...
whose participation once again brought joy to the spectators.
The parade was followed by the traditional laying of wreaths
at the war memorial, by President Mussington, Deputy Frantz
Gumbs, Senator Annick Pétrus, and Sub-Prefect Marie-Hilde-
garde Chauveau, in the presence of the Governor of Sint-Maarten
Ajamu Baly, the Prime Minister of Sint Maarten Luc Mercelina,
and elected officials from the Dutch side, as well as actors from
the associative and economic world.

THE FUTURE: THE CONCERN
OF ELECTED OFFICIALS AND THE STATE

Everyone then gathered at the waterfront for the official
speeches, opened this year by Jahid Hamlet, President of the
Territorial Youth Council. Taking advantage of this platform,
he congratulated all the new graduates and encouraged others
to not give up on their paths. Youth was indeed at the heart of
the concerns and the common thread of the interventions by
parliamentarians, Annick Pétrus and Frantz Gumbs, as well as
Sub-Prefect Marie-Hildegarde Chauveau, all resolutely focused
on the future. One might have expected, for this last speech of
July 14 of his term, a more incisive address from President Louis
Mussington, but his intervention turned out to be a summary of
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the one delivered during the territorial council on June 27, na-
mely a review of the actions taken during his mandate and a pro-
jection towards the future with the leitmotif of statutory change.
Regarding the review, nothing new. Louis Mussington once again
expressed satisfaction with the structural projects that are emer-
ging: the two colleges, the media library, road improvements, pu-
blic lighting, as well as the purchase of the Beauperthuy lands
and securing the €38 million necessary for this operation, which
is a way to preserve the future for new generations. As a remin-
der, the acquisition of the 13 parcels of the Beauperthuy estate
was validated in December 2025, with a financial backing from
the Public Land Establishment Terres Caraibes over a period of
ten years. Only at the end of this period will the land be fully
transferred back to the Collectivity. The last financial participant
in the arrangement, the Bank of Territories granted a loan of
€18 million, at a variable rate (between 3.5% and 3.8%)! For
now, nothing is therefore secured. As for public lighting..., we
will return to that. The priority now seems to be acquiring greater
autonomy to act more effectively, while still retaining support
from the State.

“The time for modifying our organic law has come. Our goal is not
to request more powers by principle, but to have the necessary le-
gal and institutional tools to address the issues of the territory,”
insisted the president. The particularly serious events of recent
days, including the assault on the senator and the robberies of
two pharmacies, were condemned by the president who indicated
“to continue the work to strengthen the means to combat this
delinquency” ... alongside the State. The history has not been for-
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gotten, and on this point, it is the deputy who called on the State
to preserve and restore the historical heritage of Saint-Martin.
He reminded, not without irony, that in 1789 the Kingdom’s debt
was colossal... and that history sometimes tends to repeat itself.

The celebration then resumed its course. The musical perfor-
mances and food stands set up along the waterfront offered the
population a moment of conviviality, before concluding beauti-
fully with the traditional fireworks display launched in the bay. A
double celebration, as the national holiday coincides with that of
Marigot.

The personalities of the territory

honored

Commemorations and other celebrations are an opportunity to highlight the personalities of the region.
This was the case last Tuesday during the celebration of the national holiday.

t the end of the traditional laying of wreaths at the war

memotial, Colonel Hugues Loyez, commander of the

gendarmerie, presented, on behalf of the Minister of

Armed Forces, the French commemorative medal with
ex-Yugoslavia clasp to the veteran Rodolphe Arnal. The French
commemorative medal is awarded to foreign military and civilians
who have served under French command, based on operations
conducted in six specific locations, including ex-Yugoslavia, with
corresponding clasps and minimum required service durations.
It was then the turn of the President of the Collectivity to honor
a number of local personalities at the closing of the national ho-
liday ceremony. Louis Mussington first acknowledged an indivi-
dual commitment, that of entrepreneur Antoine Baker, followed
by the collective commitments of two well-known associations:
Grain d’Or and the Carnival Festivities Committee. They have
been preserving the traditions and culture of the island... for
37 years for the Grain d’Or dance troupe, created by Juliette
Mingau, and for nearly 15 years for the Carnival committee in
its current configuration. Its president, Luciana Raspail, took
the opportunity to remind everyone of the importance of indi-
vidual involvement (and not just institutions) for this tradition
to continue. As a preview, she announced the dates for the next
Saint-Martin Carnival, which will take place from January 28 to
February 7, 2027.

AFRIENDLY BOOK
FOR 12 TERRITORIAL AGENTS

At the initiative of the president’s office, Friendly Book editions
published a work entirely dedicated to discreet yet constant...
agents of the municipality to the Collectivity, who have over 35
years of career experience. Today, most of them are enjoying a

12 agents of the Community immortalized in the book « Empreintes »

well-deserved retirement: Alex Richards (in charge of internatio-
nal relations, former chief of staff to the mayor, former advisor to
the president), Albert Conner (former head of territorial police),
Fabien Gumbs (former director of population services), Lou Baly
(former director of sports), Brenda Ellis (former deputy director
of technical services), Delphine Baray (who held several adminis-
trative positions, now responsible for neighborhood council 1),
Philomena Plaisant (former head of citizen reception at the town
hall) and Christian Champare, represented by his son Christophe.
Also honored for their professional journey and longevity within
the institution were: Joe Jules (in charge of works within the
technical services), Marie-Line Hughes-Richards (director of
transport and regulation), Lucien Griffith (territorial police of-
ficer), and Christine Bosqui (deputy director of education). Their
faces and professional stories will remain engraved in this book,
titled «Imprints.» A.B
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Water Quality for Swimming:
91.7% of Sites Compliant

As every beginning of the summer season, the Regional Health Agency (ARS) of Guadeloupe, Saint-Martin,
and Saint-Barthélemy publishes its report on water quality in the archipelago. In Saint-Martin, swimming
can be done in almost idyllic conditions: ten sites, out of the eleven sampled, display excellent water quality.

'ARS is responsible, under the Public Health Code and the
European directive, for ensuring the health control of ba-
thing waters to protect the health of users. It also has a role
in supporting local authorities to prevent pollution risks and
sustainably improve the quality of bathing waters. It particular-
ly observes: the presence of foams, mineral oils or tar residues,
floating waste and materials, the color and transparency of the
water, the possible presence of sargassum, and the weather and
environmental conditions that may impact water quality. In pa-
rallel, samples are analyzed by a laboratory accredited by the
Ministry of Health to search for two indicator bacteria of fecal
contamination: Escherichia coli and intestinal enterococci. These
germs, even at low concentrations, can indicate the presence of
other pathogenic microorganisms, such as viruses, bacteria, or
parasites, which can lead to gastroenteritis, ENT infections, or
skin irritations. Each site is subject to at least four samples per
season.
The quality of bathing waters is then evaluated according to
two modalities: the qualification of each individual sample, and
then the overall classification of the site at the end of the season,
based on the results of the last four years.

83.3% OF SITES RATED «EXCELLENT»

1,312 samples (2,000 in 2024) were taken throughout the
archipelago, between October 2024 and September 2025, at
128 sites, including eleven in Saint Martin. Guadeloupe sees its
waters deteriorating with only 86.4% of its sites compliant, a
percentage almost identical to 2023 and down from last year
(89.5%). In Saint Barthélemy, the results of the 226 samples
are more nuanced with eight beaches that present water of ex-
cellent quality, four «good quality» (Corossol, Saint Jean, Lo-
rient, Marigot), and one (Public) whose water quality is just
«sufficient.» Saint Martin stands out as a good student with im-
provement. Following the 159 samples taken, 83.3% of bathing
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sites present excellent water quality (75% in 2024): Baie aux
Prunes, Baie Rouge, Baie Longue, Friar’s Bay, Petite Plage, Anse
Marcel, Baie Orientale North Point and South Point, Baie de
I'Embouchure North and South. As in previous years, Ilet Pinel
is not classified due to insufficient samples. The only site in the
French part that is not rated excellent is Grand Case; however,
the water is generally deemed to be of «good quality.» A problem
that will only be resolved when the connection to the sewage
system is truly operational. What can be done to maintain this
quality? Be more responsible, whether one is a simple bather or
a boater (avoid emptying toilets while anchored, it’s prohibited!),
or awalker (picking up animal waste on the beach), etc. It should
be noted that the local authority is required to display these re-
sults at the relevant sites, which is not the case to date.

As for tap water, it is also monitored to verify its potability. Ac-
cording to the same report from ARS, the drinking water in
Saint Martin is Compliant (bacteriological and physicochemical
compliance) with the quality standards in force for all measured
parameters. A.B

Grand Case the village festival

Archive photo

fter Marigot on July 14, it is Grand-Case’s turn to ce-

lebrate. Like every July 21, the feast day of Saint Vic-

tor, the memory of Victor Scheelcher, the architect of

the abolition of slavery in 1848, will be honored. It is
another opportunity to travel back in time and, once again, to
connect history with the present.

This year’s festivities will include, in addition to the ecumenical
ceremony held at 9 AM at the Mary Star of the Sea Catho-
lic Church, a slight deviation from the usual proceedings with
the inauguration of the neighborhood council office at 2, rue des
Ecoles. The festivities will resume at 10:15 AM with the tradi-
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tional parade of folk troops and others along the Bertin-Maurice
boulevard. The official ceremony, punctuated by the customary
speeches in the presence of representatives from the Collectivity,
the State, and civil society, will conclude this morning. The cele-
bration will continue with activities throughout the afternoon and
into the evening.
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ITSEE Saint-Martin : unemployment decreases hy 4.6% over the year

The Territorial Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies (ITSEE) of Saint Mar-
tin has published its new quarterly economic report. With a decrease in the
number of unemployed and new business creations, the job market situation is
improving. Conversely, in the first months of the year, air and maritime traffic

are slowing down.

n the Tst quarter of 2026, in Saint-Martin, the
number of job seekers registered with France
Travail decreased by “1.9%" over the period
and by “4.6%" over the year. Furthermore,
companies in Saint-Martin and Saint-Barthélemy
enfrusted “more than 170 job offers” to France Tra-
vail. Among these, four out of ten positions concern
contracts of at least six months, primarily in the
hospitality, construction, and maintenance sectors.
Additionally, “399 establishments have been re-
gistered,” representing an increase of “2%" com-

pared fo the previous quarter and”11%" over the
year.

TRANSPORT IN SHARP
DECLINE

In recent months, the transport sector has re-
corded a decrease in traffic. The Grand-Case
airport saw '41,838 passengers” transit, which
is“15%" less than in the previous quarter. This
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decline is partly explained by the cessation of January. The total volume of freight handled fell
operations by Air Antilles. At the port of Mari- by 12% compared to December 2025 and by
got, the number of port calls also decreased in  28% over the year.

361 new graduates across all fields

At the end of the makeup exams, the overall pass rate in Saint-Martin is 86.4%, which is 2.6 points
above the pass rate of the 2025 session (83.8%). 361 students graduated this year, including 136
with a general baccalaureate, 91 with a technological baccalaureate, and 121 with a professional
baccalaureate. 46.3% of those admitted received honors: 5% received the «Very Good» mention,
15% received the «Good» mention, 26.3% received the «Fairly Good» mention, and 53.7% did not
receive any honors.

National Diploma of the Brevet: 51.4% Pass Rate

The overall results of the national diploma of the brevet (DNB) are, as announced, significantly
down. At the end of the exams, the pass rate for this session stands at 51.4% (compared to 61.9%
in 2025). It is the «professional» track that records the largest drop with a pass rate of only 18.8%,
or 21 admitted. In the general series, 242 students obtained their diploma, resulting in a pass rate
of 60.5%, which is 8.7 points lower, but below the pass rate of the 2025 session.

A mishap with the high school diplomas

Some students from this year's class have noticed a printing error on their diploma. Indeed, the
mention «French Republic» appears upside down. This anomaly affects only a portion of the di-
plomas, and they will be reprinted. The affected students (or a parent, if necessary) can present
themselves with their diploma and an ID until this Friday, July 17, at the vice-rectorate, which will
take the necessary steps, or send their request by email (ce 9711281r@ac-guadeloupe.fr) before
July 28. It should be noted that the QR code works and there are no issues with enrollment in
higher education institutions.

Saint Martin/Sint Maarten :
the border finally officially established

Nearly four centuries after the division of the island, the border between Saint
Martin and Sint Maarten is now officially defined. On Thursday, July 16, at the
National Assembly, the deputies examined the bill approving the agreement
reached in 2023 between France and the Netherlands.
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he boundary between the French and Dut-
ch parts of the island originated in 1648
with the Treaty of Concordia. However,
this customary boundary has proven to
be lacking from a legal standpoint. This impre-
cision has led to divergent interpretations and
fueled a dispute between the administrations,
particularly around the Qyster Pond. A quarrel
that dates back to the 18th century, when the
bay was claimed in its entirety by the Dutch
side, while France claimed a portion. It was ulti-
mately the passage of Hurricane Irma in 2017
that prompted the two former colonial powers

to accelerate negotiations. The natural disaster
then encouraged both parties to agree on the
territorial distribution of the Oyster Pond, in
order to clarify the applicable law for recons-
truction. In May 2023, an agreement signed by
France and the Netherlands divides this location
in two: the northern area returns to the French
side and the southern area to the Dutch side.
The final adoption of the bill on July 16, 2026,
puts an end to one of France’s oldest territorial
disputes, while preserving the free movement
and unity that characterize the Friendly Island.

L.G
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Miss Saint-Martin/Saint-Barthelemy:
the election is approaching

In the weeks leading up to the Miss Saint Martin/Saint Barthélemy election, the
schedule for the eight candidates intensifies. On Monday, July 13, they were pre-
sent at the Lipstick Rouge Duty Free store in Simpson Bay fora promotlonal session.

All eyes are on August 1, the day the new

beauty queen of the Northern Islands will

be crowned. Aged 20 to 29, the contes-

tants for the title have been following
a particularly busy program since June. Speech
classes, general knowledge, choreographic rehear-
sals, and dance lessons now fill their daily lives. Ac-
tivities take place almost every evening of the week,
while on weekends, the schedule can extend from 8
AM to 5 PM. In addition to these workshops, the
candidates also participate in official outings. “‘We
have participated in a visit to the Collectivity and
the Tourism Office, then we made official visits to
Saint Barthélemy, and today we are taking part in
a third promotional day in Sint Maarten,” the can-
didates explain. This is an opportunity for the event
organizers to take various photos and make videos,
as well as for the election partners, like Rouge Duty

Free, to showcase their businesses. While the young
women are part of a competition, they are fully
enjoying their adventure. “*Some of us are already
stressed about the election, but the activities are
good for us. It's a very enriching experience, and the
cultural outings allow us to discover things we didn‘t
know about our island. Moreover, a beautiful bond
has formed between us,” the title contenders share.
A group dynamic that is essential for approaching
the election night with calm.

During this major event, the candidates will pre-
sent four segments, three of which will be evaluated
by the jury and will count towards the final result.
Dressed uniformly by the committee, they will suc-
cessively parade in cultural attire, swimwear, and
evening wear. Until then, the candidates continue
their rehearsals and perfect their choreographies to
be fully ready for the big night. L.G

Sports

Boxing: fight night on July 25th

On Saturday, July 25 at 8 PM, the «Test Your Skills Boxing Event» will take place at the
LB Scott Sports Auditorium in Philipsburg. An evening organized by the Sint Maarten
Boxing Federation. Several fighters, young prospects as well as seasoned athletes, are
announced for this regional meeting which will notably bring together representatives
from Saint Martin, Sint Maarten, Grenada, Curagao, Trinidad and Tobago, Bonaire, and
Saint Kitts and Nevis. Among the athletes competing is David Rioual, a boxer from the
ABC Intersports club in Marigot.

Cycling : National Championships

of Sint Maarten on July 18 and 19
The National Cycling Championships of Sint Maarten 2026 will take place on July 18

and 19. The time trial event will start on July 18 at 6:30 AM, followed by the road race on
July 19 starting at 7.00 AM. To be eligible for the national champion title, one must hold
a Dutch passport, be a member of the Sint Maarten Cycling Federation for at least one
year, have resided in Sint Maarten for at least one year, and participate in both events.
However, the competition is open to all cyclists, and prizes will be awarded to the top
three in each category: women, youth (15 to 16 years), elite (17 to 39 years), master A (40
to 49 years), master B (50 to 59 years), and master C (60 years and older). More informa-
tion and online registration can be found at www.trisportsxm.com.

Cycling: 2 medals for the Sports Association
of Marigot

Three runners from the Marigot Sports Associa-
tion (ASM), Alfred Artsen, Junisio Brooks Lake,
and Lance Hunt Parotte, U17 category, partici- *
pated in the Guadeloupe Cycling Tour from July
8 to 12. After five stages and 351.4 km, the cyclists y !
brought home two gold medals. Lance Hunt Pa- ; =5 N
rotte won the 4th stage, considered the most dif-
ficult, which finished at the top of a 4 km climb
in Ba|I||f He also wore the white jersey for best 'Q | L
young rider during the 2nd stage, and then the |~
green jersey for leader in the points classification
during the 5th stage. He finished 2nd in the fi-
nal mountain classification and 4th in the final - .
points classification. Alfred Artsen, for his part,
won the last stage, after a particularly impressive
performance. He broke away from the peloton to ‘s it

catch the leading rider, who had a 1 minute 20 second Iead and emerged victorious in
the final sprint. He finished 6th in the overall classification. Flnally, Junisio Brooks Lake
showed consistency throughout the Tour and was an «essential element of the team's
cohesion,» emphasized the club president, Steve Galvani.
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FOR YOUR GOOD ANIMATED EVENINGS..-

AU GRAND ST MARTIN (Marigot)

The Bar-Restaurant welcomes you every
day for Lunch, with its many special dishes
in addition to the menu, like this week’s ‘Sea
Plate’. It also reminds you every day of your
Sports appointments on the big screen. As
part of the World Cup, we are featuring the
France/England match for 3rd & 4th place
on Saturday, July 18 at 5 PM @™ the 9and
Final at 3 PM on Sunday, July 19 with Spain/
Argentina.

LE LIVING ROOM (Porto Cupecoy)

This Bar-Restaurant on the Porto de
Cupecoy square is open from Monday to
Sunday from 5 PM to 1 AM, offering you
delicious Provengal & Catalan cuisine
with its chef Stéphane, as well as enjoying
numerous weekend activities with DJ parties
starting at 9 PM and every Sunday trying
your luck at ‘Happy Sunday’ with the Dice
Throw and the N°6 for your free meal.

AU KARAKTER (Simpson Bay)

The Beach-Bar-Restaurant invites you on
Sunday, July 19th starting at 3 PM for its
‘Adeeptive Sundays’ with DJs Leo, Mister T
& Nicolas Barcel.

AU LOTUS CLUB (Simpson Bay)
The Night Club invites you every Wednesday
forits ‘Girls Night Out' with DJ Perfect, Friday,

July 17 for its ‘Spend Dat Shhhhhh'’ with DJs
Perfect, Wikked & Kembe, Saturday, July
18 for its ‘Hip Hop Party’ with DJs Prince &
Wikked, and every Sunday for its ‘R&B and
Hip Hop’ with DJs Prince & Wikked,

AU SOGGY DOLLAR (Simpson Bay)
The Bar-Club invites you to its evenings star-
ting at 7 PM, Friday ‘Fridazz’ with DJ Boss-
man & EM, Saturday ‘Signatures’ night with
DJ EM, Sunday ‘Reggae Night’ with Percy
Rankin and Bunfire Band, then Tuesday ‘La-
tin Night’ with Latin Sugar Band & DJ Euro,
Wednesday ‘Ladies Night’ with DJ EM, and
Thursday ‘Throwback’ with DJ EM,

Special’ on the beach. Also note the ‘Sexy
Saturday’ starting at 12 PM with DJ Sigma
and on Sunday its ‘Beach Party’ with DJ
Gringo from 1 PM to 6 PM.

World Cup, on Saturday, July 18 at 5 PM for
the 3rd/4th place ™nc®England match, and
the Final on Sunday, July 19 at 3 PM Spain/
Argentina,

A SXM TAVERN (Simpson Bay)

This Sports Bar is open every day with its
snack menu specials, billiards table, darts,
and Corn Hole, and also broadcasts all
sports on 4 screens, including Football
with the FIFA World Cup 2026 featuring
the 3rd/4th place match fnc®England on
Saturday, July 18 at 5 PM, and the Final
Spain/Argentina on Sunday, July 19 at 3
PM.

AU NOWHERE SPECIAL (Simpson Bay)
The Rum Bar & Restaurant awaits you at
its events, on Thursday for ‘Special Ladies
Night' with Roxsy & Krg Band, on Friday
for ‘Rum Not Juice’ with Combo Triplé
Kay featuring DJs Sexer, Blaze, Kembe &
Drino, on Saturday for ‘Special Saturday’
with Royalty & Krg Band & DJs, and then
on Sunday 19/7 for ‘Sundazz’ with DJs
Eyedol, Kembe, Kenzz, Thonyy, Daddy, and
Siw'Roo,

MARY’S BOON RESORT (Simpson Bay)
The Beach Restaurant offers Lunch &
Dinner 7 da s a week, with ‘Specials Every
Day’, and every day its ‘World Cup Soccer

AU RAINBOW CAFE (Grand Case)

The Beach-Bar-Restaurant offers lively mu-
sical entertainment from 4 PM to 10 PM on
evenings, featuring DJs Peter Sweet, Sole-
ben & guests along with dancers and shows
on Saturday, July 18, and then on Sunday,
July 19, with a highly anticipated guest DJ
Ravens.

AU HUPPEL THE PUB (Simpson Bay)

The Sports & Music Bar reminds you every
Friday at 8 PM of its ‘Karaoke’ night with
Greg, then every Monday at 8 PM of ‘Rock-
Soul’ with the band Melting Pot & its guests,
not to mention every day on 4 screens your
sports appointments with in Football the

RANCHO DEL SOL (BO)

The Bar-Restaurant awaits you on Tuesday,
July 14th for its Reggae-Caribbean night
with Rémo and his band from 1 PM to 4 PM,
then as every Thursday for ‘Groove’n Vibes’
starting at 7 PM with Amin & Co,

AU CAPTAIN FRENCHY (Grand Case)
The Beach Restaurant offers you the World
Cup Soccer on 3 screens every day, every
Saturday from 7 PM to 11 PM its ‘80s vibe
with DJ Alex, and on Sunday for its ‘Beach
Party’ with several guest DJs. We also
note the evening of July 21 for the ‘Belgian
National Day’ starting at 6:30 PM with a
special menu, tapas, DJ, and fireworks over
the Bay,

AU RENDEZ - VOUS (Porto Cupecoy)
Le Bar-Restaurant vous attend tous les
mardis pour son Live Music (Jazz, Blues,
Soul) avec la chanteuse Ayan Farah de 19h
a 21h, les vendredis a son diner concert
avec Alfrédo de 18h30 a 21h30, et le
dimanche a son ‘Jazz Lunch’ de 13h a 16h
avec une dizaine de musiciens.
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SHOWROOM GARAGE 8am - 12pm / 2pm - 5pm - STANDARD 0590 51 05 00
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm / Sat 9am - 12:30pm - Tel 0590 51 1892 WORKSHOP (PARTS) 0590 51 05 09 - SPARE PARTS (PR) 0590 51 0506
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