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Marcel Giudice, «Ti Truc» before becoming known to 
all as «Marcel the Pirate,» was one of those cha-
racters I believed to be eternal. One of those who 
traverse the years without ever losing their shine or 

their freedom. Cyclist, restaurateur, adventurer, storyteller, and 
unapologetic bon vivant, you embodied a certain idea of Saint 
Martin: free, festive, sometimes excessive, but profoundly alive.

Marcel was that Saint Martin that those under twenty cannot 
know. A time when the island vibrated with positive energy, when 
the nights seemed endless, when we were unconcerned with the 
gaze of others or conventions, and when we gathered at the Pi-
rate’s Den. A tavern of privateers, a refuge for bon vivants, a 
piece of imagination set against the Caribbean Sea, where we too 
became a bit like pirates. We would embark for an evening wit-
hout really knowing what time we would return to port. Among 
the wooden panels of a galleon, the improbable treasures hanging 
on the walls, the famous restrooms decorated with women’s lin-
gerie, and that unique atmosphere where laughter, rum, and good 
food mixed, you managed to create a place that reflected your 
image, warm with just the right dose of madness. It was also the 
pirate boat outings, the endless nights, the anecdotes told with 
that blend of truth and legend that you had the secret to, the 
encounters, the excesses, and the stories that one listens to until 
the end, even when one no longer knows where reality begins.

Of Mediterranean origin, Marcel had traveled the world be-
fore dropping anchor in Saint Martin. He found an island that 
matched his temperament. He belonged to that generation for 
whom life should be lived intensely, without restraint, and without 

ever looking too much behind. Irma sounded the death knell for 
that era, but despite everything, he managed to keep his spirit of 
a buccaneer of the seas, recounted in an autobiographical book, 

Marcel the Blessed. Eighty pages for eighty years of an incredibly 
full life. His travels, his loves, his whims, his adventures… 
Marcel was the embodiment of good humor. A way of enjoying 
every moment without ever checking the time. A way of laughing 
loudly, speaking truthfully, and always resurfacing when life tried 
to drag him down. An old buccaneer of modern times who moved 
forward against all odds, driven by his energy and his irrepres-
sible desire to live.
His departure today leaves a particular void. The kind left by 
popular figures, colorful characters, those who were part of the 
scenery as much as the soul of the island. Many will feel that with 
him, a piece of old Saint Martin sets sail one last time.

At 88 years old, you cast off the lines for your final journey. May 
the trade winds be favorable to you and may your last anchorage 
be filled with light, rum, and eternal stories to tell. Farewell, Pi-
rate.			                                   Ann Bouard
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Good wind Marcel!
Marcel… difficult to find the words today. Difficult to take up the pen to tell the departure of a man that so many Saint-Martin residents knew, crossed paths 
with, loved, or simply caught a glimpse of during an evening in Grand Case. With you, it’s much more than a familiar face that disappears. It’s an entire era 
that gently fades away.

Last wink!
For all those who would like 
to say goodbye, a ceremony 
will be held this Thursday, 
May 21 at 1 PM at La Paix Fu-
neral Home. These ladies, as 
a farewell, will be invited to 
leave their prettiest panties 
or their sexiest thong on site 
so that Marcel can depart in 
peace!



Paround the world, drug networks are now corroding socie-
ties, exacerbating violence, fostering corruption, and gene-
rating increasingly organized crime. The island territories 
of the Caribbean, located on strategic routes of interna-

tional trafficking, are also facing these issues. On May 9, the 

National Navy once again intercepted a vessel in the maritime 
zone of the Antilles and seized 104 bales of cocaine, totaling 
3,336 kg of drugs. This conference, open to the public within the 
limits of available seating, will address drug trafficking through 
the testimony of Christine Saunier-Ruellan, an honorary magis-
trate known for being the investigating judge in the case known 
as «Air Cocaïne.» 
One of the most significant international drug trafficking cases 
involving France in recent years had surprising twists and re-
ceived extensive media coverage; so much so that Netflix decided 
to make a documentary titled «Is There a Dealer on the Plane?» 
Christine Saunier-Ruellan will come to share her experience as a 
magistrate confronted with the challenges of international drug 
trafficking and the judicial mechanisms implemented in such 
complex cases. Through this meeting, the public will be able to 
discuss the issues related to drug trafficking, its impact on terri-

tories, and the work carried out by the justice system in the face 
of these criminal networks.                                                    A.B   

National Access to Law Day: Drug Trafficking in Court
As part of the 9th edition of National Access to Law Day (JNAD), the France Victimes association is organizing a conference dedicated to the theme of drug traf-
ficking, on Friday, May 22, from 2 PM to 6 PM, at the local court of Saint-Martin.
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The defendants are being prosecuted for sexual assault 
committed in a group and aggravated violence resulting 
in an incapacity of more than eight days. The case was 
initially scheduled to be examined on May 15. It has 

ultimately been postponed to June 12, 2026, to allow for the 
consolidation of the files concerning the two identified assailants. 
One of the accused is already detained in Baie-Mahault as part 
of another proceeding for acts of rape committed under the 
threat of a weapon. He remains in provisional detention in the 
Baie Orientale case to ensure his presence at the hearing and to 
prevent any risk of reoffending. As for the second defendant, he is 
currently recovering following a gunshot wound.                   L.G

Assault by three women 
at Eastern Bay
On the night of May 18 to 19, 2024, three women 
were assaulted in Orient Bay. Arrested, two of the 
alleged attackers will appear on June 12, 2026, be-
fore the local court of Saint Martin.

On March 14, 2024, the gendarmerie was alerted by 
the organizer of the SXM Festival regarding suspi-
cions of drug trafficking at the venue. Filmed in the 
restroom by a security agent, the man was found 

with a festival-goer and was preparing a bag of pink powder, 
identified as 2C-B. Upon the accused, the military found two 
bags of cocaine, 25 ecstasy pills, 7.74 grams of MDMA, a bag of 
cannabis weighing 0.59 grams, as well as $561 and €90 in cash. 
Tests revealed he was positive for cocaine, methamphetamine, 
and amphetamines.

During the hearing, the man denied selling illegal drugs while 
acknowledging that he was a consumer of various drugs. Howe-
ver, several testimonies, along with a video, implicated him. The 
court found him guilty of all the charges against him: illegal use, 
transport, possession, acquisition, offer, or unauthorized transfer 
of narcotics. Although he had been troubled in 2022 for similar 
offenses, he was acquitted due to a procedural issue, and his cri-
minal record was then clean. Last Friday, the court in Saint-Mar-
tin sentenced him to 18 months of criminal imprisonment, fully 
suspended with a probation period of 24 months. In this context, 
the accused must: comply with a treatment obligation, a work 
obligation, and pay the amounts owed to the public treasury. The 
court also prohibited him from appearing in establishments hos-
ting the SXM Festival, as well as on Saint-James Street in Mari-
got and Sandy Ground Street.  		                   L.G

Suspended prison 
sentence for drug 
trafficking 
at the SXM Festival
The Saint Martin court sentenced a man to 18 mon-
ths in prison with a suspended sentence on May 15, 
2026, for offenses related to drug trafficking during 
the SXM Festival. The offense dates back to March 
14, 2024, at the Boho Beach establishment in Sandy 
Ground.



“Understand Before Judging” : 
a day of awareness against LGBTQIA+phobias
Three groups of about fifteen people participated on Sunday in the dance workshops offered by the SAFE association, the only active LGBTQIA+ association 
in Saint Martin and Saint Barthélemy. This initiative was organized on the occasion of IDAHOT, the International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and 
Biphobia, to raise public awareness about discrimination related to gender or sexual orientation.
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On the occasion of this international day - (LGBTQIA: 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or ques-
tioning, Intersex, Asexual, Aromantic, or Non-binary) 
- the association SAFE focused on body expression, 

creativity, and dialogue. Three dance workshops, led by profes-
sional dancers and choreographers, were offered at the Grand 
Case Beach Club, followed by a roundtable discussion on issues 
of diversity, inclusion, and the fight against discrimination.

MORE DIFFICULT IN THE CARIBBEAN?

The association currently has about fifty members. A modest nu-
mber that also illustrates the difficulty in accurately assessing 
the number of people affected in the territory, as issues related 
to sexual orientation or gender identity remain taboo in some fa-
milies and social circles. Through its network of members, SAFE 
offers supportive housing to individuals who find themselves in 
difficulty, sometimes even within their own families. An agree-
ment has notably been signed with the association FLAG. The 
latter primarily brings together police officers, gendarmes, public 
agents, and security personnel engaged in the fight against discri-
mination related to sexual orientation or gender identity. 
It mobilizes in supporting victims, raising awareness among law 
enforcement, and training on discrimination issues. Every year in 
Saint-Martin, SAFE assists at least two people facing emergen-
cy situations.
Other questions arise, such as the support for transgender indi-

viduals, which is non-existent in the territory. To begin a transi-
tion process, most must travel to mainland France for two years 
to benefit from a transition pathway with complete coverage of 
care if done in the public sector. 

ADVANCING LGBTI EQUALITY IN EUROPE 

Initiatives around the world are numerous, but political mobi-
lization is necessary to make progress. Hosted by Denmark in 
cooperation with the Nordic Council of Ministers and co-orga-
nized with the Council of Europe, the 2026 edition of the Eu-
ropean IDAHOT+ Forum will focus on the theme «Advancing 
LGBTI Equality: Meeting Challenges and Shaping the Future in 
Europe.» It will be followed on May 20 and 21 by the meeting 
in Copenhagen of the Council of Europe’s Expert Committee on 
Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression, and Sex 
Characteristics. This committee will continue its intergovernmen-
tal work, including finalizing the draft Strategy of the Council of 
Europe for the rights of LGBTI people (2027–2032), and will 
contribute to developing a more structured and forward-looking 
approach to equality.
Founded in Sint Maarten before establishing itself in Saint-Mar-
tin, the association SAFE has also been active in Saint-Barthé-
lemy for nearly 18 months. While it does not yet have a local 
presence on the Northern Islands, it organizes year-round itine-
rant awareness actions and exchange times aimed at fostering 
dialogue and connection.

It will again be mobilized on October 11 for «Coming Out Day,» 
and, as last year, on November 22 for the international day for the 
elimination of gender-based and sexual violence in partnership 
with the association Nous Toutes. Throughout the year, it also 
offers debate aperitifs and develops a component dedicated to 
«civic awakening,» aiming to promote mutual understanding and 
coexistence. 			                                  A.B



Disappearance of a Hiker in Saba: 
the STIS 978 Deployed for Support
At the request of the governor of Saba, two canine teams from STIS 978 in 
Saint Martin were sent Saturday morning to participate in the search for Erik 
Matthijsen, a 53-year-old Dutchman who has been missing since May 13.
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It is estimated that there 
are no fewer than 82 pro-
fessions across 14 fields of 
activity within the French 

Navy, ranging from sailor 
firefighter to deck master, in-
cluding accountant, cook, or 
sports coach, up to intelligence 
analysts, specialized engineers, 
or officers. 

These professions require 
going to sea, aboard surface 
ships, submarines, and ma-
rine commandos… but with 
varying frequency depending 
on the profession. Promotions 
can be rapid as they occur eve-
ry two to three years.

The France Travail event will 
showcase all recruitment and 
training opportunities in ma-
ritime professions, in collabo-
ration with the Army, the Air 
and Space Force, the maritime 
customs, as well as the Local 
Mission, the Collectivity of 
Saint-Martin, the CCISM, and 
SXM Santé Travail.

Heading for Employment: 
The Professions of the Navy
The France Travail agency of Saint-Martin and the National Navy are orga-
nizing «Heading for Maritime Employment» at the Concordia Sports Hall on 
Thursday, May 21, from 8 AM to 12 PM.

Passionate about hiking, Erik Matthijsen 
was last seen last Wednesday around 11 
AM as he set out to walk in the Well’s 
Bay area, located in the northwest of 

the island. After two days of unsuccessful 
searches, the authorities of Saba called in the 
Saint Martin search and rescue dog handlers 
who landed on the island Saturday morning 
to immediately take part in the search opera-
tions, which also mobilized helicopters, drones, 
and thermal cameras used during nighttime 
searches. The authorities also attempted to 
locate the missing person’s mobile phone.  
On Sunday evening, during the crisis meeting, 
the search teams indicated that due to the time 

elapsed, the chances of finding him alive were 
unlikely. However, the search resumed Monday 
morning with the arrival of a new team from 
USAR (specializing in search and rescue, mo-
bilized during natural disasters or missing per-
sons worldwide) consisting of eleven people 
and nine dogs. Erik Matthijsen was also a 
member of USAR.NL and was on the island 
as part of the Mount Scenery Tower project.  
 
This mobilization illustrates the quality of ope-
rational cooperation and mutual assistance 
between France and the Netherlands in mana-
ging emergency situations in the Caribbean.   
				         A.B



Originally from Saint-Martin and more specifically 
from Oyster Pond, Thibault Poret currently resides in 
Montreal. A destination where he settled in 2016 for 
studies in hotel management. Ten years later and still 

in Canada, for him the objective has shifted focus. During his stu-
dies in Quebec, Thibault discovers photography, symmetry, but also 
the thrill of shots taken from the tops of buildings. “At first, I took 
photos with my phone and then with a Nikon camera. I climbed on 
rooftops and cranes. This defined my style for 2-3 years.” Images 
that catch the eye and sometimes even that of the authorities. 
Stopped by the Canadian police, the Saint-Martinois escapes wi-
thout charges but makes a change in perspective in his practice.  
 
Back to earth, then. Thibault swaps the heights for the pavement 
and fully dedicates himself to street photography. With this new 
approach comes an entirely new style. For him, gone are the 
burst shots: “I capture funny moments, I learn to observe and 

take photos as if I had film equipment.” In this gradual adjust-
ment, his gear also changes. Out with the multiple cameras and 
lenses, in with a single body, a Fujifilm X100V, with a fixed 35 
mm lens. “I realized that many of my photos stayed on my SD 
card and that I didn’t like spending time retouching them on my 
computer. This camera is simplistic with presets that allow me 
not to modify my photos. I fell in love with the aesthetics of Fu-
jifilm and black and white,” explains the amateur photographer.  
 
In Montreal, he develops documentary photography. In 2023, 
he finds himself at the center of the news when a historic site, 
the chapel of Bon-Pasteur, catches fire right across from his 
home. He captures this event, and his images are purchased by 
the city archives, his timelapses broadcast by Quebec media. A 
recognition that remains, for him, outside the framework of a 
predetermined career. “I never aimed to make photography my 
profession,” he explains. Preferring to vary his shots, he is now 
preparing to become a rope access technician, a job at height 
that is reminiscent of his early shots. Always very attached to 
Saint-Martin, he hopes to one day join the Fuji X Photographer 
program and, why not, become a brand ambassador in the Carib-
bean.                  				                    L.G
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From May 14 to 16, the first P1000 padel tournament took 
place in Saint-Martin. Coming from the mainland for the occa-
sion, Morgan Mannarino and Pierre Perez Le Tiec won the final 
against Raphaël Rubio and Baptiste Fabre. A victory in two sets. 
Final score: 6-3, 6-2. The Martiniquais, Kevin Rivière and Geof-
frey Sbaffi, took the third spot on the podium.

On Sunday, May 17, French and Dutch runners faced off in the 
«BDO Half-Marathon,» which started at Port-de-Plaisance. In 
the 5 km, Raydon Mozard won with a time of 19min23s, fol-
lowed by Maarten Hekman in second place with 20min09s, 
and Risto Chalkov in third with 20min17s. In the 10 km, Mat-
thieu Chassaigne won the event tied with Florian Mirapel at 
43min26s, then Stephen Seymour finished third at 45min17s. In 
the 7.5 km walking event, Kenroy Jeffrey took first place with a 
time of 49min50s, ahead of Anne Jacques at 50min08s and Pete 
Pizzolatto at 50min22s. Finally, in the marquee event of this oc-
casion, the half-marathon, Gabriel Pertusot emerged victorious 
with a time of 1h22min31s. Vincent Roucaute finished second 
at 1h25min44s, while Luca Ferrari completed the podium at 
1h30min02s.

Padel : « Java P1000 
Tournament »

Race : 
« BDO Half-Marathon »

Sisters Islands Basketball 
Tournament

The weekend results

This weekend, the U18 team from Saint-Martin won the first 
edition of the Sisters Islands Basketball Tournament. A home 
victory against the United States with a final score of 33 to 
30. Players Shafari Francillette, now residing in Marseille, and 
Kyvan Richardson, engaged with a team in the United States, 
returned to Saint-Martin to participate in the tournament. A va-
luable help for the island’s club players and a teamwork effort 
that provided a great show for the audience who came to support 
the basketball players.                                                           L.G

The public is invited to a literary 
meeting at Tiny Lib with Agathe 
Novella on Friday, May 22, from 
5 PM to 7 PM. The author of the 
novel “Following the Sun” – a sto-
ry deeply rooted on the island of 
Saint Martin where self-discovery, 
resilience, and Caribbean light in-
tertwine – will engage with partici-
pants about her writing process and 
share some literary insights. Free entry (Tiny Lib, 20 Rue de la 
République in Marigot).

Thibault Poret, street photographer

Literary Encounter: 
Agathe Novella

Whether on the rooftops of Montreal or wandering the streets of Saint-Martin, Thibault Poret has de-
veloped a passion for street photography. Initially fascinated by dizzying shots, he has refined his style 
and now captures scenes of everyday life.



AU LAGOONIES (Cole Bay)

The Bistro-Restaurant, which is open from 
Monday to Saturday for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, invites you to its musical events on 
Tuesday, May 19th starting at 6 PM with Lee & 
Rodrigo in ‘Alternative Rock-Blues’, then on 
Thursday, May 21st starting at 7 PM with Amin 
& Delphine ‘Music Addict’, and on Friday, May 
22nd for the ‘Salsa Cubana Party’ with Ha-
vana Deep Power starting at 9 PM.

AU SOGGY DOLLAR (Simpson Bay)

The Bar-Club invites you to its evenings star-
ting at 7 PM, Wednesday ‘Ladies Night’ with 
DJ EM, Thursday ‘Throwback’ DJ EM, Friday 
‘Fridazz’ DJ Bossman & EM, Saturday the 
‘African Liberation Day celebration’ with Ile-
ments, Falasha, Ku-J, One Blood Band, Sun-
day ‘Reggae Night’ with Percy Rankin and 
Bunfire Band, then Tuesday ‘Latin Night’ with 
Latin Sugar Band & DJ Euro. 

A SXM TAVERN (Simpson Bay) 
This Sports Bar is open every day with its 
snack menu specials, pool table, darts, Corn 
Hole, and also broadcasts all sports on 4 
screens with in Football the Championships: 
Premier League 1 on Tuesday, May 19 at 
2:30 PM Bournemouth/Manchester City, 3:15 

PM Chelsea/Tottenham, then the last day on 
Sunday, May 24 as well as in La Liga and the 
French Cup Final on Friday, May 22 at 3 PM 
Lens/Nice.

AU NOWHERE SPECIAL (Simpson Bay)

The Rum Bar & Restaurant invites you to its 
evenings on Thursday ‘Special Ladies Night’ 
with Roxsy & Krg Band, Friday ‘Reggae’ with 
Rémo & Barbwire Band & DJs, Saturday 
‘Special Saturday’ with Royalty & Krg Band & 
DJs, and then Sunday ‘Sunday Madness’ with 
DJs Siw Roo, Kembe, Sexer, Thonyy.

MARY’S BOON RESORT (Simpson Bay).   

The Beach Restaurant offers Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week, with ‘Specials Every Day’, then 
on Saturday, May 23, the ‘Sexy Saturday’ star-
ting at 12 PM with DJ Sigma & singer Christine 
Gordon, and on Sunday, May 24, its ‘Beach 
Party’ with DJ Gringo from 1 PM to 6 PM.   

LE LIVING ROOM (Porto Cupecoy)
This Bar-Restaurant on Porto de Cupecoy 
square is open from Monday to Sunday from 
5 PM to 1 AM, offering you delicious Pro-
vençal & Catalan cuisine with its chef Sté-
phane, as well as enjoying numerous activi-
ties on Thursdays for ‘Ladies Night’ and on 
weekends with DJ Parties starting at 9 PM.                                    

AU LOTUS CLUB (Simpson Bay) 

The Night Club invites you to its ‘Ladies Night 
Party’ every Wednesday with DJs Blaze & 
Perfect, then from May 21 to 24 the ‘Memorial 
Day Weekend’ with DJs Kembe, Wikked, Per-
fect, Holiday, VYBZ, Prince, Maestro & Blaze.            

AU HUPPEL THE PUB (Simpson Bay) 
The Sports & Music Bar reminds you every 
Friday at 8 PM of its ‘Karaoke’ night with Greg, 
then every Monday at 8 PM of ‘Rock-Soul’ 
with the band Melting Pot & its guests, not to 
mention every day on 3 screens your sports 
appointments with European Championships 
in Football.             

AU RED PIANO (Pelican Key) 
The Piano Bar awaits you every evening from 
8 PM to midnight with the excellent singer-pia-
nist Greg Asadoorian, and on Mondays for 
‘Church on Monday’ with Royalty & KRG 
Band starting at 9 PM, followed by DJ Na-
chum from midnight to 2 AM.                                

AU RAINBOW CAFE (Grand Case)

The Beach-Bar-Restaurant offers hot musical 
entertainment from 4 PM to 10 PM with on 
Saturday, May 23, DJs Peter Sweet, Soleben 

& guest plus dancers and shows, and on Sun-
day, May 24, highly anticipated House sets 
with a special guest.       

RANCHO DEL SOL (Route Baie Orientale)
The Bar-Restaurant awaits you every Thurs-
day starting at 6 PM for its ‘Live Music’ night 
with guest musicians.   

AU CAPTAIN FRENCHY (Grand Case)
The Beach Restaurant invites you every 
Monday from 3 PM to 8 PM for Dj Jarow’s 
‘Afro House’, every Thursday from 7 PM to 
11 PM for his ‘Happy Music’ with Dj Alex, and 
on Sunday, May 24th starting at 6 PM for its 
big ‘Beach Party’ with DJs Big Boss, Maes-
tro, Classy D, Eyedol, Speyenol, Siw’Roo & 
Prince.     

AU GRAND ST MARTIN (Marigot)
The Bar-Restaurant welcomes you every day 
for Lunch, with its many special dishes in ad-
dition to the menu, and reminds you of your 
Football appointments on the big screen eve-
ry day with the European Championships & 
the Final of the Coupe de France on Friday, 
May 22, between Lens/Nice.     

AU RENDEZ - VOUS (Porto Cupecoy) 
The Bar-Restaurant invites you every Tues-
day for its Live Music (Jazz, Blues, Soul) with 
singer Ayan Farah from 7 PM to 9 PM, Fridays 
for its dinner concert with Alfrédo from 6:30 PM 
to 9:30 PM, and Sundays for its ‘Jazz Lunch’ 
from 1 PM to 4 PM with a dozen musicians.           

AU JAZZ SPOT (Marigot)
This Beer-Bar located on the Royal Marina in-
vites you on Friday, May 22nd starting at 7 PM 
for its ‘Live’ with Stephan Apianay, on Satur-
day ‘Jazz-Soul’ with guests starting at 8 PM, 
and on Sunday ‘Smooth Jazz’ starting at 6:30 
PM with different musicians, then on Saturday 
5/23 Solano Music ‘Live Hip Hop’. 
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La tournée de Mimi

FOR YOUR GOOD ANIMATED 
EVENINGS... 




